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February 20, 1903 236 

Disinfection of vessel on account of tuberculosis. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Stimpson, at San Francisco, Cal., reports 
the disinfection on January 15 of the steamship George Loomis on 
account of tuberculosis. This was done in accordance with the fol- 
lowing circular: 

Prevention of tuberculosis among merchant seamen. 

[1902.— Department Circular No. 15.] 

Treasury Department, 
Office of the Supervising Surgeon-General 

Marine-Hospital Service, 
Washington, I). C, February 11, 1902. 
To commissioned oficers and acting assistant surgeons, Marine- Hospital 
Service: 

In order to aid in the prevention of the spread of tuberculosis among 
seamen of the merchant marine, the following rules will be observed 
whenever practicable: 

Whenever a seaman suffering with tubercle of the lungs applies for 
treatment at a relief station of the Service, the medical officer or acting 
assistant surgeon in charge thereof shall notify the master or accred- 
ited agent of the vessel on which said seaman sailed immediately pre- 
ceding his application for relief, and, if said vessel is in port, shall, 
with the consent and aid of the master, owner, or agent of the vessel, 
disinfect the forecastle or other apartment previously occupied by the 
aforesaid seaman. 
The method of disinfection shall be as follows: 

1. Thorough mechanical cleansing of floors, walls, and bunks with 
hot water and concentrated lye. 

2. Wetting floors, walls, and bunks with either of the following 
solutions: 

Solution 1. 

Carbolic acid 1 part. 

\Y atev 100 parts. 

Solution 2. 

Corrosive sublimate 1 part. 

Hydrochloric acid 2 parts. 

Water 1,000 parts. 

Forecastles should be painted or whitewashed after disinfection, 
when practicable. 

Masters, owners, and agents of vessels should be informed of the 
importance of compliance with the provisions of this circular. 

A report shall be rendered to the Bureau of every forecastle disin- 
fected under the provisions of this circular as soon as the disinfection 
shall have been effected. 

You are directed to acknowledge the receipt of this circular. 

Walter Wyman, 
Supervising Surgeon- General, M. H. S. 
Approved. 

L. M. Shaw, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 



